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The community is a particularly important focus of preventive efforts. By nature, prevention programs are either based in a community or must have support there to survive. This requires that the people of a community acknowledge that alcohol problems belong to everyone in the community, not just to the people directly afflicted. As Margaret Hastings of the Illinois Commission on Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities says, "Budgets for prevention programs are protected most effectively when there is community ownership of the idea — not just the schools or a parent group, but a consortium of community institutions. Then the chances that the prevention program will last are great."
Similarly, preventive initiatives that arise spontaneously within a community are the ones with the greatest chance of success. "Ultimately, action initiated within the community is the action most likely to seize the community agenda and provide the opportunity for successful community cooperation to reduce alcohol problems," says Robert Reynolds of San Diego County's Department of Health Services. "All too seldom are those interested in prevention policies able to capture the public's attention; we in the alcohol field must learn to respond with sensitivity, support, and creativity to the opportunities provided by others."
An important component of preventive measures instituted at the community level should be the sharing of information among groups and individuals pursuing similar aims. A wide variety of experiments are going on throughout the country in all three categories of prevention. As much as possible should be learned from these experiments. The National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism could take the lead in disseminating the results of these experiments and other information about prevention. Such a service could let people know what is possible and how to achieve it. According to Michael Fox of the Ohio General Assembly, "A resource that pulls together the social costs in the criminal justice system, the health care system, the drunk driving fatalities, the teenage population problems — that catalogs these costs and offers a menu from